DIPLOMACY, AND   WAR----LAST   ROUND

Surrey's servants writes: * As to Boulogne, every Councillor saith
" Away with it", and the King and your Lordship say " We
will keep- it 'V By March, 1546, Henry's pertinacity had its
reward. The time element, once again, had done its work.
The country's credit, in reality nearly exhausted, appeared in-
exhaustible: and in March the Emperor threw in his lot with
the winning side. He signed a ratification of the treaty, promis-
ing to intervene if England or the Calais Pale should be invaded.
In consequence, peace negotiations were begun again in April,
and the following letter sets out Henry's demands.

xvin.To HERTFORD, LISLE, PAGET, N. WOTTON

[April 27, 1546.]

RIGHT TRUSTY AND RIGHT WELL-BELOVED COUSINS AND COUN-
CILLORS, AND TRUSTY AND RIGHT WELL-BELOVED, We greet yOU Well.

. . . First, where the said Monluke1 making a long rehearsal
of the old friendship between us and his master, how necessary
and expedient peace is for both parties, what great devastation
and wasting of the poor people of both sides hath been &c., con-
cludeth that his master is very desirous to have peace, so as the
same might be had honourably, and his realm not excorsed2 and
fleen to the bones; our pleasure is that, at your next meeting
together with the French Commissioners, you shall declare and
set forth plainly unto them that albeit the occasion of the rupture
of that old amity between the French King and us (for the
assured continuance whereof we have heretofore ministered in
deeds good occasion) hath proceeded only of them, yet have we
at all times been very willing, and yet be well pleased, that all
things may be well and honourably compounded, and have been
contented heretofore to send our Ambassadors, men that we do
specially trust, for the debating and concluding of the same, the
stay whereof hath proceeded only of the wilful unreasonableness
and want of conformity of their part, being their Commissaries
in their conferences so much wedded and addict to their own

1  i.e. Jean de Montluc.

2 This quotes Paget's * escorsed and fleen ' (i.e. skinned and flayed),
his literal translation of Montluc's phrase.   ' Excorsed ', lit. fr. Fr. Scorcher,
to skin an animal, hence fig. * to skin ' by making extortionate demands.
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